
COUNCIL, 27/01/2010 SECTION ONE (UNRESTRICTED) 
 

1 

LONDON BOROUGH OF TOWER HAMLETS 
 

DECISIONS OF THE COUNCIL 
 

HELD AT 7.30 P.M. ON WEDNESDAY, 27 JANUARY 2010 
 

THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, 1ST FLOOR, TOWN HALL, MULBERRY PLACE, 5 
CLOVE CRESCENT, LONDON, E14 2BG 

 
 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillor Lutfa Begum and 
for lateness from Councillor Tim O’Flaherty. 
 
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
Please see minutes. 
 
 

3. MINUTES  
 
DECISION 
 
That the minutes of the meeting held on 9th December 2009 be confirmed as 
a correct record of the proceedings and the Mayor be authorised to sign them 
accordingly. 
 
 

4. TO RECEIVE ANNOUNCEMENTS (IF ANY) FROM THE MAYOR, LEADER 
OF THE COUNCIL, MEMBERS OF THE CABINET OR THE CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE  
 
Please see minutes. 
 
 

5. TO RECEIVE ANY PETITIONS OR DEPUTATIONS  
 
The Order of Business was varied during the course of the meeting but 
for ease of reference, the decision sheet is in the same order as the 
agenda.  
 
PETITIONS 
 
5.1.1 Petition re: Broomfield Street proposed development:  This petition 

was withdrawn and referred instead to the Development Committee 
as a planning application has now been received in respect of the 
proposed development.     
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5.1.2 Petition re: the withdrawal of parking permits at 38 & 40 
Horseferry Road and 53 Narrow Street 

 
Ms. Selda Bicer addressed the meeting in support of the petition. 
 
DECISION 
 
That the petition be referred to the Corporate Director, Development and 
Renewal for a written response on any outstanding matters within 28 days. 
 
(Action by: Aman Dalvi, Corporate Director, Development and Renewal) 
 
 
5.1.3 Petition re: Canton Street garages 
 
Mr. Declan Purcell addressed the meeting in support of the petition. 
 
DECISION  
 
That the petition be referred to the Corporate Director, Development and 
Renewal for a written response on any outstanding matters within 28 days. 
 
(Action by: Aman Dalvi, Corporate Director, Development and Renewal) 
 
 
5.1.4 Petition re: installation of CCTV in and around Parkview Estate 
 
Ms. Johanna Kashcke addressed the meeting in support of the petition. 
 
DECISION  
 
That the petition be referred to the Corporate Director, Communities, 
Localities and Culture for a written response on any outstanding matters 
within 28 days. 
 
(Action by: Stephen Halsey, Corporate Director, Communities, Localities and 
Culture) 
 
 
DEPUTATIONS 
 
5.2.1 Deputation re: East End Homes Leaseholders & Freeholders 

Association  
 
Mrs. Gloria Thienel addressed the meeting in support of the deputation. 
 
DECISION  
 
That the deputation be referred to the Corporate Director, Development and 
Renewal for a written response on any outstanding matters within 28 days. 
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(Action by: Aman Dalvi, Corporate Director, Development and Renewal) 
 
 
5.2.2 Deputation re: Pitsea Estate youth facilities 
 
Mr. Mahbud Alam and Mr. Abdul Malik addressed the meeting in support of 
the deputation. 
 
DECISION  
 
That the deputation be referred to the Corporate Director, Children, Schools 
and Families for a written response on outstanding matters within 28 days. 
 
(Action by: Isobel Cattermole, Interim Corporate Director, Children, Schools 
and Families)  
 
 

6. TO RECEIVE WRITTEN QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC  
 
6.1 Question from Ms. Caroline Kerswell to the Lead Member for Cleaner, 

Safer, Greener, Councillor Abdal Ullah re: dangerous dogs 
 
6.2 Question from Mr. Terry McGrenera to the Lead Member for Cleaner, 

Safer, Greener, Councillor Adal Ullah re: recycling  
 
6.5 Question from Ms. Amy Whitelock to the Leader of the Council, 

Councillor Lutfur Rahman re: restoring bus service to Tesco, Bromley-
by-Bow  

 
The above questions and oral supplementary questions where put, were 
responded to by the relevant Lead Members. 
 
Questions 6.3 and 6.4 as listed in the agenda were not put as the questioners 
were not in attendance.  Written responses will be forwarded to the 
questioners. 
  
(Action by: John S. Williams, Service Head, Democratic Services)  
 
 

7. TO RECEIVE WRITTEN QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL  
 
Due to the lack of time, questions 1 – 25 were not put. Written responses will 
be forwarded to the questioners. 
 
(Action by: John S. Williams, Service Head, Democratic Services)  
 
 

8. REPORTS FROM THE EXECUTIVE AND THE COUNCIL'S COMMITTEES  
 
There was no business under this agenda item. 
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9. TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND QUESTIONS ON JOINT ARRANGEMENTS 

AND EXTERNAL ORGANISATIONS (IF ANY)  
 
There was no business under this agenda item. 
 
 

10. OTHER BUSINESS  
 
There was no business under this agenda item. 
 
 

11. TO CONSIDER MOTIONS SUBMITTED BY MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL  
 
11.3 Motion proposed by Councillor Marc Francis regarding Olympic 

legacy and affordable housing 
 
The motion as published in the agenda was agreed as follows. 
 
DECISION 
 
This Council notes: 
  

• The commitment of the Government, Mayor of London and Olympic 
Delivery Organisation (ODA) to delivering a lasting legacy to the people 
of London resulting from the 2012 Games.  

• The creation of the Olympic Legacy Company to deliver this pledge.  
• The use of £1 billion of public money by the London Development 

Agency (LDA) to purchase land for the Olympic sites.   
• That there are almost 100,000 households on council housing waiting 

lists in the five ‘Olympic boroughs’. 
  
Given this level of housing need, this Council believes: 
 

• That the current policy of 35 per cent ‘affordable’ housing (split 50/50 
between social rented and ‘intermediate’) is inadequate and 
unacceptable as only 17 per cent of the homes built are likely to be of 
benefit to those on housing waiting lists.   

 
This Council therefore resolves to: 
 

• Call on the Government and Mayor of London to instruct the ODA and 
Olympic Legacy Company to require that 50 per cent of all new homes 
built on the Olympic site should be affordable (split 70/30 social rented, 
including council housing, and intermediate), in order to ensure a real 
housing legacy for Londoners. 

 
(Action by:  Aman Dalvi, Corporate Director, Development and Renewal) 
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11.4 Motion proposed by Councillor Tim Archer regarding East End 
Homes Leaseholders and Freeholders Association  

 
Councillor Marc Francis moved, and Councillor Lutfur Rahman seconded, an 
amendment to the motion to delete text after “This Council notes” and replace 
with text as tabled at the meeting.  This was agreed and the substantive 
motion as amended was then agreed as follows. 
 
DECISION 
 
This Council notes: 
 

- East End Homes is a resident-led housing association, with six tenants 
and two leaseholders on its Board; 

- East End Homes took on some of those council estates suffering most 
from the historic under-investment in council  housing; 

- East End Homes has been assessed as being a Two-Star “Good” 
organisation by the independent Audit Commission; 

- The dissatisfaction expressed by some leaseholders and freeholders of 
East End Homes; 

- The formation of the borough-wide East End Homes Leaseholders and 
Freeholders Association (EEHLFA); 

- That East End Homes is committed to working to establish a 
constructive relationship with EEHLFA and has invited representatives 
to its Board meeting on 28th January. 

 
This Council believes that: 
 

- Genuine engagement, transparency and accountability are the key to 
achieving a high quality housing management service and improving 
Value for Money for leaseholders and tenants alike; 

- Democratically-elected local Estate Management Boards are an 
essential component of the governance arrangements at East End 
Homes; 

- A good working relationship with other groups set up to represent 
residents of East End Homes would be a positive step forward; 

- Increased involvement with EEHLFA would help address the concerns 
of some of East End Home’s freeholders and leaseholders. 

 
This Council therefore resolves to: 
 
Encourage the Board of East End Homes to recognise the EEHLFA through 
an agreed Memorandum of Understanding with that organisation and work 
positively to resolve leaseholder/freeholder issues. 
 
(Action by: Aman Dalvi, Corporate Director, Development and Renewal) 
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11.9 Motion proposed by Councillor Harun Miah regarding Boris 
Johnson’s fare rises 

 
Councillor Lutfur Rahman moved, and Councillor Abdal Ullah seconded, an 
amendment to the motion to delete all words in the published motion and 
replace with text as tabled at the meeting.  This was agreed and the 
substantive motion as amended was then agreed as follows. 
 
DECISION  
 
This Council notes that: 
 
Tory Mayor Boris Johnson has subjected Londoners to a huge above-inflation 
rise in bus fares. 
 
This approach follows his refusal to intervene in support of those residents in 
Bow whose S2 bus he scrapped, forcing pensioners and mums with young 
children to carry their shopping through a dirty and dangerous underpass 
beneath the dual carriageway. 
 
The overall increase in bus fares introduced from 2nd January 2010 was 
12.7% however, a pay-as-you-go single bus journey increased by 20% from 
£1 to £1.20 (a rise of 20%). 
 
Fare rises are substantial and particularly likely to affect infrequent, irregular 
users such as part-time workers.  This will include the 18% of families in 
Tower Hamlets living on less than £15,000. 
 
Raising bus fares impacts disproportionately on the poor as they are most 
likely to use buses as opposed to more expensive forms of public or private 
transport. 
 
In the current economic circumstances this makes it difficult for many on low 
wages to get to and from work, dampening employment and growth in the 
capital. 
 
That that Mayor continues to fight for lower taxes for the bankers who helped 
create the current economic crisis while placing a de-facto “transport tax” on 
those worst affected by the downturn and least able to afford it. 
 
Despite the fare rise, the Mayor has scrapped the proposed western 
extension to the congestion charge and emissions based congestion charge, 
both of which could raise the revenue needed to offset bus fare rises. 
 
That the current Mayor’s stance stands in direct contrast to his predecessor, 
Labour Mayor Ken Livingstone, who cut bus fares significantly to help the 
young, the elderly, the unemployed and those on low wages to access public 
transport. 
 
This Council believes that: 
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Accessible and affordable transport is vital to the economic wellbeing of the 
capital in general and the lowest paid workers in particular. 
 
The Mayor’s decision to raise bus fares while fighting for lower taxes and 
charges for the better off is contrary to the needs of most Londoners. 
 
This Council resolves: 
 
To instruct the Leader to write to the London Mayor and TfL to protest the 
increase. 
 
To lobby London Assembly members to hold the Mayor to account for making 
public transport less accessible to Londoners. 
 
To work with other Councils, the Minister for London and the Department for 
Transport to press the Mayor to share the burden of paying for London’s 
transport infrastructure more fairly. 
 
(Action by:  Stephen Halsey, Corporate Director, Communities, Localities and 
Culture) 
 
 
11.12 Motion proposed by Councillor Abdul Munim regarding Ocean 

regeneration and business uncertainty 
 
Councillor Oliur Rahman moved, and Councillor Alibor Choudhury seconded, 
an amendment to the motion to insert a new para i) and to delete all words in 
the published motion after “This Council believes that” and replace with text 
as tabled at the meeting.  This was agreed and the substantive motion as 
amended was then agreed as follows.  
 
DECISION 
 
This Council notes that: 
 
a) the Ocean estate is to be the subject of a major regeneration project 
 
b) this regeneration will involve the demolition of some existing buildings 
 
c) demolition will include Marmora House on Ben Jonson Road which houses 
many local shops which provide essential services to the local community 
 
d) shop owners and keepers in Ben Jonson Road recently received letters 
from a developer informing them of a planning application to redevelop the 
site where they have their shops  
 
e) shop owners and keepers in Ben Jonson Road have spent many years 
building up their businesses and serving the community 
 
f) the letter from the developer makes no reference to providing them with 
alternative facilities from which to operate after they have left the existing 
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premises or for them to have the right to return to the newly established shop 
premises upon completion of the redevelopment 
 
g) this is causing severe stress and concern to the business community in 
Ben Jonson Road and those residents who currently depend on these shops 
for important and vital services 
 
h) shop owners and keepers have made submissions to the planning 
department asking that alternative premises from which their businesses can 
operate should be guaranteed and that they should have right of return once 
redevelopment has been completed 
 
i)   that the local councilors have taken a strong lead in representing the 
interests of shop keepers 
 
This Council welcomes any development and regeneration that will benefit the 
residents 
 
This Council believes that: 
 
a) Shop keepers must be fully involved in the consultation about the future 

redevelopment plans for the Ocean estate 
 
b) Council officers should continue to work closely with shop keepers on 

both a one-to-one and collective basis to try to ensure the continuation of 
those businesses 

 
c) The Lead Member should report back to Full Council on the progress of 

negotiations with the shop keepers on Ben Jonson Road. 
 
(Action by: Aman Dalvi, Corporate Director, Development and Renewal)  
 
 
Motions 11.1, 11.2, 11.5, 11.6, 11.7, 11.8, 11.10 & 11.11 as listed below were 
not considered due to lack of time, the meeting having closed in accordance 
with Council Procedure Rule 9 (Duration of meeting). 
 
11.1 Motion submitted by Councillor Abjol Miah regarding parking 

policy in Tower Hamlets 
 
11.2 Motion submitted by Councillor Stephanie Eaton regarding 

reducing carbon emissions by 10% in 2010 
 
11.5 Motion submitted by Councillor Dulal Uddin regarding car free 

zones 
 
11.6 Motion submitted by Councillor Ohid Ahmed regarding reducing 

carbon emissions 
  
11.7 Motion submitted by Councillor Fozol Miah regarding Housing 

Policy  
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11.8 Motion submitted by Councillor Joshua Peck regarding increasing 

access to transport for older residents 
 
11.10 Motion submitted by Councillor Alex Heslop regarding support for 

the co-operative and social enterprise sector 
 
11.11 Motion submitted by Councillor Mamun Rashid regarding youth 

facilities 
 

 
 

The meeting ended at 10.32 p.m.  
 
 
 


